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Religious Education 

Year: 4      	Teacher: Mrs Smith                             	Week Beginning: 01.03.2021
Statement to live by 
I try to appreciate the beauty and wonder in the world around me.
As you go to and from school and other places this week, have a look around and think about all the amazing things you can see everyday  - the trees, the flowers, animals, people. How different would our world be without them?
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This week, we look at the Gathering Rite. When you go to the cinema, what happens first so you know the film is about to start? Watch the video explain the gathering https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l7fix1hIJB0
Read the information below and discuss the questions.
Questions to discuss:
· Why do you think it is necessary to have an introduction at the beginning of the Eucharist?
· What is carried in procession at the start of the Eucharist and why do you think these symbols are used?
· Why does the priest kiss the altar?
· Who does the priest represent?
· What does the Sign of the Cross signify at the start of the Eucharist?

Your task is to imagine you are writing an explanation for other children about the Gathering and Introductory Rite. Make sure you tell them all about the symbols and reasons behind them.
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GATHERING
Outside a church on Sunday people of different

ages and different races are arriving in cars, on foot,

perhaps off a bus.

Inside the church, the welcomers greet people and
offer them hymn books or mass books. Other people
will be preparing everything for the celebration:
candles, water and wine, hosts, books for the readers
and the priests. The musicians will be tuning up or

running through a piece of music.

In the sacristy, the altar servers will be gathering and the

priest and deacon will be putting on their vestments.

When everything is ready, they all sing the
Gathering Song, and the procession of altar
servers, readers, deacon and priest enters

the church.

The priest and deacon kiss the altar
because it is the symbol of Jesus and it is
with Jesus and by the power of the Holy
Spirit that the Church offers this Eucharist
to God the Father.

The first words the priest says remind
everyone of this: In the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

The priest says: “The Lord be with you”.

The congregation replies: “And with

your spirit.”
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