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1. How many children attend Jenson’s Primary School? 

2. Why do you think there are so few pupils attending Whitsham Primary School? 

3. What sorts of activities can be completed at ‘Star Town’ in Birmingham? 

4. Birmingham has a population of over 1.1 million. Use a dictionary to find the meaning of ‘population’. 

5. Which of the three schools is most like your school? Explain your answer. 

6. What does the word ‘opposing’ mean when referring to two opposing teams? 

7. Using evidence from the text, how do the entertainment opportunities vary between Whitsham and Birmingham? 

8. What do you think is meant by the phrase ‘the same, but different’? 

9. What does the word ‘trendy’ tell you about the shops and cafes in Wilmslow? 

10. Summarise the differences between ‘Caught in the Chain’ and ‘Build It Up’. 

11. What evidence is there to show Jenson’s Primary School is a multi-cultural school? 


ANSWERS
1. 500 Pupils go to Jenson’s Primary School.

2. There are so few pupils at Whitsham Primary School but it is in a small village with only 270 people living there.

3. Activities that can be completed at Star Town are – crazy golf, play laser tag, watch movies and play arcade games.
4. Population means all the inhabitants of a particular place.

5. St Martin’s Primary School is most like ours because it on the outskirts of a city, Durham, and 

6. The word opposing means in conflict or competition with someone or something.

7. Birmingham is a large city with many different entertainment venues, such as music, sport, theatres, cinemas and shops. Most activities take place indoors. In contrast, Whithsham, being a small village, has just a few shops and most celebrations take place in the village hall. The activities enjoyed in Whitsham are mostly outdoors in summer as there is lots of land around about, 

8. ‘The same but different’ means that everyone does the same sort of things but just in different ways.


9. The word trendy tells me that it is modern, fashionable or very up to date.

10. The difference between Caught in the Chain and Build It Up are that in Caught in the Chain, there is one line, which a tagged person joins. In Build it Up there are two teams playing against each other and the person tagged joins the team of that tagger. The team with the longest line at the end wins.

11. The evidence that Jenson’s school is a multi-cultural school is it is a very large school with people from a variety of different backgrounds and children can speak over 60 different languages. Antoni himself speaks Polish at home.
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The Same But Different

Children all over the UK attend schools of many different sizes and in many different
types of places. This text will look at three different schools, in three very different
locations, around the country and will compare what school life is like for these
children. These schools are the same, but different.

Meet the Children!

Meet Antoni

I'm Antoni and I'm a student at
Jenson’s Primary School. It is right in
the centre of Birmingham, which is
one of the largest and most populated
cities in the UK. At Jenson’s Primary
School there are over 1,200 pupils and
150 staff here. There are children from
a wide variety of backgrounds with
over 60 languages spoken at our
school. I speak Polish at home and am
learning English at school. I love
learning about the different types of
people who go to my school and their
different cultures and beliefs.

Meet Clarissa

My name is Clarissa and I am a pupil
at Whitsham Primary School. Our tiny
school can be found in Whitsham,
which is a small rural village located
near King's Lynn in Norfolk. There are
around 75 children on our school roll
with very small class sizes. There are
just seven teachers at our school, many
of whom live in the village and have
worked here for many years. My class
has only 19 pupils from both Year 3
and 4. We all live close to each other
in the village and we often play
together after school.

Meet Jason

Hi! 'm Jason and I go to St. Martin’s
Primary School. My school is in
Wilmslow, near Manchester. It is an
average sized school with 500 pupils
located in a busy town. It has two
classes in each year group with
around 30 children in each class. My
best friend Simon is in the other Year
4 class, but we only have Maths
together, as our teachers put us in
different groups for different lessons.
We like to play games at break time
and lunch, especially when we get to
use the school field for games.

Location, Location!

Jenson’s Primary School

Birmingham is the largest city outside
of London with a population of over
1.1 million people. I am one of the
many people that live there. The city is
host to lots of different types of
entertainment venues, such as music
spots, theatres, restaurants, and shops.
The children at my school love to go to
a local entertainment centre called
‘Star Town’ where we can play crazy
golf, play laser tag, watch movies, and
play arcade games.





image3.png
St. Martin’s Primary School

I live with my family on the outskirts
of Wilmslow, which is a town in
Cheshire, 11 miles south of
Manchester. The town has a variety of
trendy shops, cafes, and restaurants.
The population in my town is around
25,000 people. There are always lots
of things to do in Wilmslow, but the
children at my school always like to go
to the cinema or bowling in our free
time.

Whitsham Primary School

I live in Whitsham, which is a small
west Norfolk village situated 7 miles
north east of King’s Lynn. There are
around 270 people living in Whitsham,
with only 121 households in the entire
village. There is a church and a village
hall where we have parties and
celebrations; there is also a post office
and a few small shops on the High
Street. In the summer, we like to play
outside on the green, especially games
like cricket and rounders.

Favourite Playground Games!

Jason’s Favourite Playground Game

I love to play dodge ball. You have to try to hit the other players below the knee
with the ball. If you are hit, then you are out of the game. The last one out is the

winner.

At Whitsham Primary, they play dodge ball too, but they play it standing in a
circle. One person stands in the middle whilst the other players pass the ball to
each other. They then try to hit the person in the middle. They must make sure it

is below the knee so no one gets hurt.

Clarissa’s Favourite Playground Game

I like to play lots of traditional playground games. Rhymes are used in lots of
playground games all over the world. Our teachers told us that some of the
playground rhymes we play are over 100 years old.

Antoni’s Favourite Playground Game

At Jenson’s Primary, we play a game called ‘Caught in the Chain’. When the
person who is ‘it’ catches someone, they join hands in the line which gets longer
and longer. It is so much fun when the line becomes really long.

They play a similar game at St Martin’s School, but they call it ‘Build It Up’. In
their version, they play with two opposing teams. If you get tagged, you join that
person’s team. The team with the most players at the end is the winner.
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