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For our comprehension this week you have read “Why the koala has a stumpy tail”, a traditional aboriginal folk tale to explain an animal’s appearance. I would like you to write your own version of the story to explain why an animal looks the way it does. Remember that this isn’t a science job – you aren’t explaining evolution! I want you to be inventive and creative with your writing. I have put some suggestions for animals below but you can come up with your own if you’d like!
· Why the giraffe has a long neck
· Why the kangaroo has big feet
· Why the elephant has a long trunk
· Why the snake has no legs
· Why the lion has a mane
· Why the tortoise has a shell
In the resource area I have wrote my own version called “Why the deer has antlers” if you would like to magpie ideas!

[image: Stag Outline Images, Stock Photos & Vectors | Shutterstock]Once upon a time, there were two animals walking through a large, leafy forest. One animals was a young, impatient deer and the other was a wise old rabbit. They were very hungry: There was a stream to drink from but there was no grass on the ground to eat. They had been lost for what seemed like forever and were becoming desperate. 
They had nearly lost all hope when a miracle happened. “Look up there!” said Rabbit excitedly. Deer looked up and his mouth started to water – it was a fruit tree! All of the fruit looked delicious and there was so much of it on the branches. “We’ll have to climb up the tree to get some!” said Deer hungrily. 
“We cannot climb trees – we do not have hands like a man or a monkey to grip onto the trunk and branches,” said Rabbit sadly.
“Well I am starving! We can’t give up now – that fruit is so close I can almost taste it!” responded Deer angrily.
[image: Free Rabbit Cartoon Outline, Download Free Clip Art, Free Clip Art ...]Rabbit sat back and studied the tree and the fruit. Rabbit was very wise and recognised the fruit. He knew what was going to happen to the fruit. “I have eaten this fruit from the ground before when it was bright yellow. The fruit on the tree is almost all yellow. One more day in the sun and it will turn bright yellow and fall from the tree. When it drops tomorrow morning there will be plenty for both of us,” Rabbit told Deer “We can sleep here tonight and tomorrow the fruit will fall for us both,”.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Deer agreed with Rabbit and they spent the day sitting by the tree. As it became dark Rabbit curled up and went to sleep. Deer was not happy. He was young and impatient and he was hungry now! He was also very greedy and did not want to share with Rabbit. “If I can knock the fruit down now I can eat my fill before Rabbit even knows about it,” Deer said greedily to himself.
Deer tried and tried and tried but he could not climb the tree. He even tried to pull himself up the tree with his mouth and it did not work. “The old Rabbit was right, Deer cannot climb trees,” Deer said angrily to himself. He did notice that the fruit was wobbling on the branches as he moved the tree whilst trying to climb it. “Rabbit said the fruit was ready to fall, and it looks very heavy. If I hit the tree hard enough it will all fall down,” Deer thought, feeling a bit smug at how clever he was being.
Deer took several steps back and ran into the tree. The fruit wobbled but non fell down to the ground. He took a longer run up and the whole tree moved, but still no fruit fell down. Deer took the longest run up he could and ran as fast as his four legs would carry him. BBOOOOOMMMM! He crashed into the tree. He tried to step backwards to check the ground for fruit. He could not move! His head was stuck on the branches! Deer panicked and pulled and pulled and pulled. He managed to get his head free but two large branches were stuck to his head! He threw his head backwards and forwards but the branches were stuck fast. In a panic, Deer ran away from the fruit tree. 
To this day, deer have branch-like antlers on their heads. Meanwhile the wise Rabbit woke up the next morning and, as he predicted, the fruit began to fall and he had plenty to eat. In the case of Rabbit, good things come to those who wait! 
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Punctuate the following sentences:

1. where have you been all day

2.l need two things a tent and a sleeping bag
3. dont believe it

4. youre my friend my very best friend

5. how awful

6. please could you fetch me three apples two pears a peach and
a carton of orange juice

7.1f you dont stop that immediately im going to

8. dont do that actually never mind

9. move along theres nothing to see the police officer said
10. thomas has five hundred pounds £500

11. come back thats benjamins bike she yelled

12. shenika cant stand fruit cake benny will eat it
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